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on August 2, and Hitler thereafter combined with the Chancellor-
ship he already held the office of President, though he dropped
the title and took that of Leader—Fuehrer. In the course of the
campaign for the plebiscite endorsing this action by the German
people, Hitler himself made several speeches in which he said
that Germany asked ^only that her existing frontiers should be
maintained, and he referred to the pact with Poland as proof of
his peaceful intentions.
POLAND, FRANCE AND THE EASTERN PACT
Internationally the most important occurrence in September was
probably the entry of Soviet Russia into the League of Nations,
with a permanent seat in the Council. Poland did not object,
but desired that the Soviet should sign a Minorities treaty, as
Beck said at the meeting of the Council on September 8 which
considered the admission of Russia. The Soviet replied that this
matter could and should be settled by direct negotiations between
it and Poland, in accordance with Articles of the Treaty of Riga
by which it covenanted not to interfere with her internal affairs,
and this Beck accepted. On the previous day Beck had a conversa-
tion with Barthou in which he fully stated the view of the Polish
Government respecting the proposal for the Eastern Pact. Poland
declined to accept it. Germany issued a statement on September 8
rejecting it because there was no real necessity for the proposed
special guarantees of France and Russia, and in any case she
preferred bilateral pacts, such as that with Poland. The publication
of this led the French to make a strong appeal to Poland to join
in the pact; if she refused the inference would be, said the
Temps, that she was subordinating her policy to that of Germany.
But Poland was not to be deflected from the stand she had taken,
and on September 27 the Polish Government presented to the
French Government a Memorandum on the subject:
After recalling the beneficial change in the Eastern European situation,
formerly full of menace to peace, which had taken place during the last
two years, the Memorandum stated that the Polish Government, conscious
of its responsibility, had, in keeping with its means, contributed to the
stabilization of that area, and in that way had served the general interest.
Positive results, registered in diplomatic instruments, had been achieved

